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On September 16, the Russian Armies attacked Poland
from the east. The Russian forces occupied nearly half of
the country. What remained of the Polish Army and Air
Force crossed to Hungary, Rumania, or Lithuania and
and were interned.
She had no colonies, held not a square mile of her own
country, but this war was just starting for Poland.
In'October 1939, the Polish Government was established
in Paris and proceeded to form a new Polish Army. General
Wladyslaw Sikorski, the Prime Minister, became com-
mander in chief.
By May 1940, this army amounted to some 90,000 men.
It comprised four infantry divisions, one mechanized
cavalry brigade, one highland brigade, and a considerable
Air Force. At the same time, a Polish brigade was being
formed in the Middle East from Polish soldiers, all of whom
had previously taken part in the Polish-German campaign.
In April 1940, the Polish highland brigade was sent to
Norway and fought at Narvik. The first and second Polish
divisions, and one mechanized cavalry brigade took part in
the Battle of France. The first division in particular sustained
extremely heavy losses while covering the retreat of the
soth French Army Corp of Alsace.
In June 1940, when France signed an armistice with
Germany, the Polish Army in France was still engaged with
the enemy. Its fate was disregarded by the terms of the
armistice, and this is a very bitter matter with the Poles.
General Sikorski did what he could to save the Polish
fighting forces, although no plans were made for him except
that the enemy planned to have him surrender. With the
help of General Lord Gort, however, a considerable number
of the Polish troops were evacuated to Great Britain, and
the President of Poland and the Polish Government moved
to London.
Now France had fallen.
The Polish Air Force, escaping to England, next took a
heroic part in the Battle of Britain. Two Polish bomber and
two fighter squadrons shot down 215 Nazi planes in the
Dover skies. Over 600 Luftwaffe planes have been de-
stroyed by the Polish Air Force since France fell.
And just for good measure, I might add that a Polish